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ability, and integrity duly to discharge " As I look back on my thirty-seven years' service in India, I see little cause to be ashamed of the manner m which this obligation has been met.
I do not propose to deal with the appointment of Indians to the purely Judicial Service of the Crown. They have long held some of the highest appointments m that Service It was easy to find men in India intellectually qualified for purely le|al work, and for judicial work, so far as that is purely legal, while the publicity of the work m the courts and a system of revision and appeal, sometimes perhaps too elaborate, made it, at a comparatively early period, a safe and wise measure to place judicial work largely in the hands of Indians. I propose rather to look at the part taken by Indians in the executive administration of the country, that is, at the number of executive appointments held by Indians Here I do not intend to mention the lower classes of appointments, which are practically all in the hands of Indians : there is no question about these appointments; there is no desire on the part of the educated classes to hold them
What really demands consideration is the progress made in filling the higher executive appointments by Indian gentlemen. Although I have seen the great progress made in this respect m the Central Provinces, where most of my service was rendered, and also in other Provinces of India which I have visited during my service on two important Commissions which took me to every Province in India, I prefer to deal with the facts as they exist in Bengal. I do so for two reasons, both because there has been more agitation of recent years in Bengal than elsewhere, and also because I know the figures well, as they had especially to be dealt with by my Government in connection with agitation.
Before I came to India, in 1871, there were no members of the Indian Civil Service m Bengal at all. Three Indians joined the Service at the end of that year. All of them were drawing Rs.400 a month. At the end of 1908, when I gave over charge